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Letter from the President……………… 
 
It was a very busy summer and now many of us are 
planning for upcoming fall and winter events at the 
Hawken House and Hearth Room.  The Cooper Lane 
Gift Shop grand opening was well attended and gave 
the community a preview of our newly renovated 
venue.  The gift shop committee continues to discuss 
our focus.  We are still pursuing customized items that 
can be found only in our shop. 
 
The June 28th and 29th Missouri Heritage Art and 
Antique Show at Queeny Park was a huge success.  
Don Orwig did an outstanding job organizing this 
event handling all of the vendor mailings, advertising, 
press releases, setup and tear down.  The Antique 
Show committee continues to look for large spaces in 
Webster for our 2009 show and Don has again agreed 
to work with us. 
 
After four planning sessions, the final Southwest Park 
Plan has been unveiled to the community with a 
multitude of positive and negative opinion.  As with 
any project of this magnitude, there will never be total 
consensus.  If requested, I will be happy to send a 
PDF file of the plan to anyone that requests it.  Those 
of us representing the historical society were pleased 
with the addition of a few more parking spaces and 
upgrades to the surrounding property. 
 
We received a $5000 grant from the Christopher 
Hawken Questers that will be used to complete the 
repair of the house window sills and the manufacture 
and installation of the remaining glass storm windows.  
Board member Greg Falk has spent many hours on 
this project and is currently getting bids to have the 
side porch repaired. 
 
I wish to pay tribute to a good friend Mike Swoboda.  
In his words:  “Kirkwood – lavished with history, 
traversed by railroads, shaded under tall old green 
trees, bordered by a wandering river and filled to the 
brim with good people”. 
 
He will be missed…. 
 
Molly Barrett 
mwr95@earthlink.net 



 
Betty’s Corner….. 
 
The house has survived the summer heat, heavy rains, 
renovations to the gift shop and all the small repairs 
that most “old” houses constantly require.  It has been 
able to look beautiful and retain its historical 
contribution to our visitors.  Recently we have begun 
to offer house tours in conjunction with weddings.  
Due to an increase in wedding bookings we have a 
need for more docents to give tours.  Some of our 
regular guides have not been able to give us quite as 
much time as they have given in the past due to health 
or time constraints.  We are fortunate enough to have 
had a good response to our needs as some of our 
newer docents have volunteered to give extra time.  
We are very grateful for all of our volunteers, but we 
can always use more help.  I can say we all enjoy our 
duties here at the Hawken House and it allows us to 
unite in a creative way and “have fun.” 
 

Cooper Lane Gift Shop 
 

 
 
Thanks to board members Linda Schwartz and 
Nancy Leahy, we have a new gift shop signs at the 
front and back of the Hawken House. 
 

 
 
The shop features paintings by local artists Marilynne 
Bradley, Mary Beth Flynn and Michelle Wells, 

ceramics by Mary Ann Swaine, jewelry by Lisa Cox, 
and jewelry and handmade soaps by Charity Fedde.  
It’s the place to purchase Webster Groves Pottery 
too! 
 

 
 
Many thanks to Bill Schwartz and Glen Leahy for 
installing both signs proudly announcing our new 
Cooper Lane Gift Shop. 
 

 
 

The Webster Groves Historical Society Afghan 
designed by Sandy Baker is for sale in our gift shop.  
This throw is all cotton, and measures 48” by 68”.  It 
is available in hunter green/cream or cranberry/cream.  
It makes a perfect Christmas gift and sells for $40.00. 

 





 
 
We very much appreciate the response to our request for 
donations to help repair and replace many of the shutters 
on the windows of The Hawken House.  Your donations 
have helped so much, and for those who wish to help 
with this ongoing project, please know how grateful we 
will be.  Don’t forget…it’s tax-deductible! 
 
I would like to support the Hawken House with 
replacement of the house exterior shutters.  Enclosed is 
my tax deductible gift of: 
 

 $1,000 
 $500 
 $100 
 $50 
 $25 
 $ ________ 

 
Name _______________________________ 
 
Address _____________________________ 
 
City ____________ State _____ Zip _______ 
 
Telephone ______________ 
 

 My employer has a matching gift program 
__________________________ 

 
Please enclose matching gift form from your 

corporation. 
 

Send to: 
The Hawken House Shutter Fund 

1155 South Rock Hill Road 
Webster Groves, MO  63119 

 
 
 

Donations for Silent Auction 
 

We are having a Silent Auction at our Fashion Show on 
October 30, and want to have a nice selection of goods and 
services on which our guests can bid.  Webster businesses 
have contributed generously to silent auctions over the years, 
and we are hopeful that our members might be able to 
contribute also and allow us to present a wider variety of 
lovely items.  If you own a business or have a connection to 
one, would you consider making a donation?  It can be either 
an item such as jewelry, a decorative accessory for the home, a 
service, or a gift certificate.  Please call Betty Ward at 
 968-1857. Remember that donated items are tax deductible. 
 

lease visit our website www.historicwebster.orgP .  

 

Our new email address at the Hawken House is 

Advisor James Bielefeldt has spent countless hours 
updating our site and we appreciate all of his efforts.
 
 

hawkenhouse@att.net 
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the Honig family renovations.  They purchased the home in 
the early 1940’s and did not move into it until 1946 due to 
WWII and the shortage of building materials.  The followin
is a letter from Deborah Honig, now a resident of San 
Fransisco: 
 
O
was 4 years old and my younger sister, Judith was an infant.  
In the late 40’s and early 50’s, there were still family farms 
not far from Webster Groves.  One of our neighbors sold fre
strawberries from his farm by the bushel, and I will always 
remember my mother making strawberry preserves.  Hawke
Court, which was alongside our house, was a gravel road with 
only one or two small cottages.  There were many 
undeveloped areas nearby.  Webster Groves didn’t ha
sidewalks along Big Bend when I first attended Clark Sch
and my mother was reluctant to let me walk to school.  During
my first year at Clark, the woods and a pond behind the school 
were our playgrounds.  We were allowed to catch tadpoles 
from the pond and take them back to school to watch them 
become pollywogs and then frogs.  King Barnett, principal of
Clark School at that time, believed that learning firsthand from
nature was an important form of education. 
 
A
almost touched the ceiling in our family room.  He would 
place it in front of the window so the lights could be seen for a 
distance.  We left the tree up for quite a while, and after dad 
took it down, he chopped it up and we burned the fragrant 
wood in the fireplace.  As I write about my childhood 
memories at the Hawken House, it seems like only yest
that I was climbing the crabapple tree in front and catching 
fireflies in the backyard. 





 
GINGER’S HEARTH ROOM NEWS 

 
 

If you need a place for your weekly or monthly 
meeting, keep us in mind. 

 
Ginger is here by appointment and can be reached 

at 968-1776. 
 

 
 

Bride’s Room 
 

When bride’s book our Hearth Room, many times 
they ask if we have a dressing room.  Thanks to 
Ginger, we do now.  She spent many hours this 
summer painting and redecorating the old storage 
room.  This is a wonderful addition to our 
beautiful Hearth Room. 
 

"Autumn Herb Gathering" 
Celebrates 

National Herb Day 
Saturday, October 11, 2008 

9am--2pm 
Rolling Ridge Nursery 

60 No. Gore 
Webster Groves, MO 63119 

Guest Speakers: 
Tina Marie Wilcox and 

Susan Belsinger 
11am--Using Herbs Creatively in Your Home 
1pm--Mediterranean Grey and Green Herbs 

Demo tables--What to do with the herbs you grew all 
summer.  Herbal delights, baked goods, bath salts, 
vinegar, and more. 
 
 

The Webster Groves Herb Society was organized in 
1971 to promote the growing and using of herbs.  We 
own and maintain the Herb Garden at the Historic 
Hawken House in Webster Groves, Missouri.  In 
addition, our Society supports herb gardens at other 
area Historic homes:  Mudd's Grove in Kirkwood and 
Faust Park Historic herb garden in West St. Louis 
County. 
 

Missouri Heritage Art and Antiques 
Show 

 

 
 
View from the balcony at Queeny Park overlooking 
the June 28th and 29th show benefiting the Christopher 
Hawken House. 
 

 
 
Antique Show organizer, Don Orwig visiting with 
show vendors at the Friday night June 28th vendor 
reception. 
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MEMBERSHIP LEVELS: 
 
Senior:  $15 
Basic:  $25 
Patron:  $50 
Corporate: $50 
Century: $100 
Hawken $500 
 
As our gift for each new membership at the $100 
or greater level you will receive a ceramic tile. 

 
 
HOW TO JOIN OR RENEW: 
Fill out this form and send it with a check payable 
to: 
 
Webster Groves Historical Society 
1155 South Rock Hill Road 
Webster Groves, MO  63119 
 
Name(s) __________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________ 
 
City/ State/ Zip_____________________________ 
 
If you would like to volunteer, indicate your area 
of interest below: 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 
 

 

http://www.historicwebster.org/
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